[Activation-dependent expression of Fc gamma-receptors on glomerular mesangial cells].
Resting, non-cycling mesangial cells (MCs) can be induced by IFN gamma to express the Fc gamma-RIIIa and Fc epsilon RI-gamma subunits of the CD16TM receptor complex. After cell surface expression of CD16TM by IFN gamma induction the binding of immune complexes to MCs induces IL-6 secretion. A Fc epsilon RI-gamma gene knockout has recently been described. It is now possible to study the function of Fc gamma RIIIa and other gamma chain associated Fc receptors in the initiation and progression of chronic glomerular inflammation in the context of the intact immune system in vivo.